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Review

ÅHow often are METARs issued?

ÅHow long are METARs valid for?

ÅDecode the following METAR

ïMETAR CYMO 251700Z AUTO 31017G24KT 9SM 
OVC035 05/M02 A2994 RMK SLP139 MAX WND 

30026KT AT 1615Z=

ïSPECI CYNM 251739Z AUTO 30015G21KT 9SM -RA 
FEW015 SCT020 OVC026 04/02 A2986 RMK SLP127 
MAX WND 29023KT AT 1707Z= 

On a per hour on the hour

At the time issued ïthey are not a forecast

For CYMO on 5th of the month at 1700 Z wind is 310 at 17 knots gusting 

to 24 knots, visibility is 9 sm, cloud cover is overcast 3500 feet, 

temperature is 5 C and dew point is minus 2 C, Altimeter setting is 29.94 

in Hg, remarks SLP is 1013.9 mb and Max winds of 300 degrees at 26 

knots recorded at 1615Z

SPECI For CYNM on 25th of the month at 1739 Z Automatic report, wind 

is 300 at 15 knots gusting to 21 knots, visibility is 9 sm, light rain, cloud 

cover is few at 1500 feet, 2000 feet scattered,2600 feet overcast, 

temperature is 4 C and dew point is 2 C, Altimeter setting is 29.86 in Hg, 

remarks SLP is 1012.7 mb and Max winds of 290 degrees at 23 knots 

recorded at 1707Z



5.10 TAFs

ÅMTPs:

ïTerminal Area Forecasts

ïDecoding TAFs

ÅWhat we already know from METARs

ÅWhat is new



Terminal Area Forecasts

ÅA Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) is a 

coded prediction of the surface weather 

expected that will affect landing and take-

off at the aerodrome;

ÅIt gives the same information as in a 

METAR except it does not forecast 

temperature, dewpoint, altimeter setting, 

type of clouds, or sea level pressure



Terminal Area Forecasts

ÅMuch of the coding used in the TAF is the same as in a 
METAR

Å TAF CYQQ 251130Z 2512/2612 30003KT P6SM FEW005 FEW030 FM251800 
VRB03KT P6SM FEW030 BECMG 2604/2606 14010KT SCT030 BKN150 
OVC250 BECMG 2609/2611 14020KT RMK NXT FCST BY 251800Z=



Decoding TAFs

Letôs figure out what we knowé.

ÅType of report: METAR or TAF

ÅAirport Identifier: represented the same way

METAR CYKF 251800Z AUTO 28011G17KT 9SM -RA BKN044 BKN055 

OVC073 09/05 A3010 RMK SLP200 MAX WND 26017KT AT 1753Z= 

TAF CYQQ 251130Z 2512/2612 30003KT P6SM FEW005 FEW030 

FM251800 VRB03KT P6SM FEW030 BECMG 2604/2606 14010KT SCT030 

BKN150 OVC250 BECMG 2609/2611 14020KT RMK NXT FCST BY 

251800Z=



Decoding TAFs

Forecasted winds

ÅCalm wind forecasted as 00000KT

ÅWind speeds of 3KTs or less may be 

encoded as variable direction e.g. 

VRB03KT.

TAF CYQQ 251130Z 2512/2612 30003KT P6SM FEW005 FEW030 

FM251800 VRB03KT P6SM FEW030 BECMG 2604/2606 14010KT SCT030 

BKN150 OVC250 BECMG 2609/2611 14020KT RMK NXT FCST BY 

251800Z=



Decoding TAFs

Forecasted Visibility

ÅPrevailing visibility is forecast in statute 

miles (SM) and fractions up to 3 miles, 

then in whole miles up to 6 miles.

Åhowever, when visibilities are forecasted 

to be greater than 6 SMs, will be coded as 

P6SM.
TAF CYQQ 251130Z 2512/2612 30003KT P6SM FEW005 FEW030 

FM251800 VRB03KT P6SM FEW030 BECMG 2604/2606 14010KT SCT030 

BKN150 OVC250 BECMG 2609/2611 14020KT RMK NXT FCST BY 

251800Z=


